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It is not about either or…
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A look into Entrepreneurship…

Entrepreneurship Practice
(Design Perspective: Entrepreneurship as the design of 

opportunities)

Entrepreneurship as Behavioural Research 
(Design Perspective: Study the behaviour of 

Entrepreneurship as design)

Entrepreneurship as Design Science Research
(Design perspective: Study of solutions to be useful for 

entrepreneurial practice)

Usefulness (How to?)

Truth (What, When?)



Research Design

What makes good Design?
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Some Criteria (selection) …

Position the contribution you intend to make.

Address a real-world problem (need, action, 
practice,…)

Inform the design of a solution (method, model, 
tool, service, …)

Evaluate potential solutions – continuously

Be transparent about the design science process
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(vom Brocke et al. 2017, Tool-Support for Design Science Research)

Take notes as you go …
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Add structure to what you have …
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Make your journey accessible …



Summary

 Design Science Research (DSR) is a great means to conduct 
research of societal relevance.

 DSR should build on and contribute to theory in form of design 
knowledge (DK).

 DK is about means-end relations; specifically a relationship between 
problem and solutions space.

 Criteria on how to conduct good DSR are available, and need to be 
considered and further developed.

 Document your journey and argue why you have taken it and where
is has taken you.

 Exciting to carve out Entrepreneurship in Design Science Research, 
both challenges and opportunities – in research and practice
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